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65TH CONGRESS, }HOUSE

2d Session.

OF REPRESENTATIVES. { DocuMRNT
No. 402.

HENRY STROUP AND H. V. V. SMITH.

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRET.ARY OF THE TREASURY,
TRANSMITTING,

Fon THE CONSIDERATION OF CONGRESS, A COPY OF A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR SUBMITTING AN AMENDED PROVISION IN RELATION TO THE COMMISSION OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES.

APRIL

6, 1898.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE SECRET.A.RY,

Washington, D. O., April 5, 1898.
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of
Congress, copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior
of the 2d instant, submitting an amended provision in relation to the
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes for inc_o rporation in the general
deficiency bill, now pending, as follows:
The disbursing agent of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes is hereby
authorized to pay, out of the appropriation for expenses of said commissioners and
employees for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninetyeight, to Henry Stroup, for services heretofore performed, sixty-four dollars and
fifty-two cents; and to H. V. V. Smith, to equalize per diem for expenses, six hun-·
dred and sixty-one dollars.
·

Respectfully, yours,

L. J. GAGE,

Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEP .A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, April 2, 1898.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication from
A. S. McKennon, representing the Commission to the Five Civilized
Tribes, wherein he states that the commission recommends that in the
general deficiency appropriation bill there be added to the item providing for the payment of Henry Stroup's services, recommended in the
letter of the commission of March 17, 1898, the following: "And to
H. V. V. Smith, to equalize per diem for expenses, $661." The provision will then read as amended:
The disbursing agent of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes is hereby
authorized to pay, out of the appropriation for expenses of said commissioners and
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employees for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninetyeio·lit to Henrv Stroup, for services h er etofore performed, sixty-four dollars and
fifty-two cents; and to H. V. V. Smith, to equalize per diem for expenses, six hundred and sixty-one dollars.

The latter amount is the difference between $2 and $3 per day from
August 31, 1896, the date of Mr. Smith's original detail to duty with
the commission as disbursing agent, and June 30, 1898, the time when
the $3 per diem provided for in the Indian appropriation bill, now in
conference, goes into effect.
·
The recommendation of the commission meets with my approval, and
the request for the deficiency is transmitted through your Department
for the favorable consideration of Congress.
Respectfully,
C. N. BLISS,
Secretary.
The SECRET.A.RY OF THE TREASURY.

DEP .A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES,

Washington, .April 1, 1898.
SIR: In connection with our letter of March 17, 1898, on the subject

of the payment of Henry Stroup for services performed during March,
1897, we beg to respectfully call your attention to the following: Our
disbursing agent, H. V. V. Smith, was detailed by your office for duty
with this commission August 31, 1896; in the Indian appropriation act
approved June 7, 1897, provision was made for expenses of such officer
at $2 per diem from the date of such detail. This, we believe, should
have been at the rate of $3, which is the regular per diem allowed in
such cases, and the present Indian appropriation bill now in confer
ence fixes it at $3. A per diem of $2, from experience, has not been
sufficient to cover the expenses of Mr. Smith in performing his duties
as disbursing agent for the commission, it being necessary for him to
be almost continuously traveling about, and in many instances $3 per
day does not cover his expenses.
The commission, therefore, asks your approval of same and recommendation that there be added to the item providing for the payment
of Henry Stroup's services, recommended in our letter of March 17,
1898, and forwarded by your office to the House Committee on Appropriations, for incorporation in the general deficiency bill, the following
language, "and to H. V. V. Smith, to equalize per diem for expenses,
six hundred and sixty-one dollars," so the provision will read when
amended as follows:
The ~isbursing agent of the Commission to the Five Civil~zed Tri~es_ is hereby
authonzed to pay, out of the appropriation for expenses of said commu1s10ne~s and
employees for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, ejghteen. hun<lred and nmetyeight, to H enry Stroup, for services heretofore performed, sixty-four dollars and
fifty-two cents; and to H. V. V. Smith, to equalize per diem for expenses, six hundred
and sixty-one dollars.

Six hundred and sixty-one dollars is the difference between $2 and
$3 per diem from Aug·11st 31, 1896, the date of disbursing agent's original detail by your Department, and June 30, 1898, the time when the
3 per diem provided for iu the Iudian appropriation bill, now in conference go s into effect.
ery r e p ctfnlly,
A. S. l\fcKENNON,
Th

ECRET H,

OF '.J.'IIE

I

For the Commission.
'rEI<.IO R.
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